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Mark Twain is credited WI‘I'h the quo’re
"The two most important days in your life
are the day you are born and the day you
find out why." I've been thinking a lot about
the latter as one year closes and another
begins. I'm one of those guys who often
writes out New Year's Resolutions, as a fun
(and nagging) way of goal setting. This
year's resolution may be the most
paradoxical and lofty resolution yet. This
year | resolve to be Imago Dei every day.

If you're not familiar with this Latin
expression, it literally means “Image of
God.” Some of you may already be focusing
on the obvious half of the paradox, thinking,
“Well, that's one resolution you can't break,
because God's Word tells us, we're made in
His image. In verses twenty-six and twenty-
seven of Genesis, chapter one, we read,
“Then God said, 'Let us make mankind in our
image, in our likeness,” and “So God
created mankind in his own image, in the
image of God he created him; male and
female he created them."

My resolution is more than being the
physical creation that my Creator crafted.
My objective is to live my life in a way that
honors the gift of breath that my Lord put in
me.."Every day!” To be perfect, Jesus
admonished, “as your father is perfect
(Matthew 5:47)." A command, | interpret,
that is more about striving than perfecting.
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Therefore, if anyone is in Christ,
he is a new creation; old things
have passed away; behold, all

things have become new.
2 Corinthians 5:17 (NKJV)

Perhaps I'll begin the New Year by picking
the low hanging fruit my Lord has provided.
The love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, taithfulness, gentleness, and self-
control that draws me nearer to Him, and
makes me closer to His image (Galatian
5:22-23).

Perhaps, this year I'll be more obedient to
His Word and meditate on those things that
are true, noble, right, pure, lovely,
admirable, excellent and praiseworthy.
Perhaps by doing that, I'll finally obtain that
peace of God, that surpasses all
understanding and guards my heart and
mind in Christ Jesus (Philippians 4:6-8).

Like pretty much all my New Year's
resolutions, no doubt I'll break this one. ['ll
fall, fail stumble, loose my cool and
patience. The difference this year | pray, is
I'll continue to come back, again and again
to the promises of my Lord. My Lord who
made me in His image, Imago Dei, every
day.
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DBA Upcoming Events & Deadlines

Visit www.doverbaptist.org or call the Dover office at
(804) 550-1980 for more information.

Weekly Pastor/Minister Support Group, Dover Office &
Zoom. Mondays, 9:30 a.m., and Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m.
Weekly Women in Ministry Support Group, Dover Office
& Google Meet, Thursdays, 1:15 p.m.

Dec 31 - New Year’s Eve - Office Closed

Jan 1, 2026 - New Year’s Day - Office Closed

Jan 6 - Central Virginia Raceway Ministry - 9-11 a.m.
Jan 12 - Prayer Council, 10-11 a.m.

Jan 13 - Rescheduled Open House Celebration (RSVP)
Jan 13 - Rescheduled Council Meeting, 5:30-7 p.m.
Jan 13 - Executive Committee Meeting, 7-9 p.m.

Jan 19 - Martin Luther King, Jr. Day - Office Closed

LOOKING AHEAD:

To access our Dover calendar, please check out our
website homepage: www.doverbaptist.org

Feb 3 - Central Virginia Raceway Ministry - 9-11 a.m.
Feb 12 - Youth, Children’s, and Special Needs
Ministries Luncheon *RSVP required!

Feb 14 -Valentine’s Day

Feb 16 - President’s Day

Feb 18 - Ash Wednesday

Beulah
Northside Oak Hall

Berea

We humbly request that you
PRAY FOR THESE

Our Dover Staff and all Dover churches, with
weekly emphasis this month for:

January 4:

Ashland, FB: Senior Pastor Josh Hayden,

Pastor Tom Lynch, Lida Reckley, Ross Wright,
Laura Ross, Bethany Smith-Mullins, Lily Gray

Atlee Community: Pastor Jeff Boggess, Trey Critzer,
Jason Mallory, Katelyn Wood, Chad Rice,

Grace Young, Kiersten Critzer, Chris Muldoon,
Jayden Burch

January 11:

Berea: Pastor Mark Jenkins, Carey Lewis,

Alexis Lewis, Tracy Cronin, Amy Jones,

Megan Mershon, Jodi Whidby, Cynthia McCreary,
Michael Souders, Angela Souders, Peggy Peck

Beulah: Pastor Tom Gaskins (I)

January 18:
Biltmore: Pastor Ken Wright, Marsha Ann Worsham

Black Creek: Pastor Stephen Kendrick,
Grayson Parker, Dawn Parker

January 25:

Broadus Memorial: Pastor Phil Peacock,

Pastor Jeff Poythress, Karen Tucker, Jamie Cosley,
Abby Carter, Carol Golden, Ellis Dunton,

Buddy Crawford, and Geneva Bohannon

Colosse: Pastor Jeff Mills, Marion Timbrook,
Steve Mitchell

Lift up a special prayer for these churches in transition:

HopeWELL

Kentwood Heights

Pamunkey Indian Ridge
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™ Rescheduled for
January 13th 5:30 - G:A5 p.m.

/ N \
: TE MST @ATE&Y WE @WGEL MEETM has been rescheduled due to inclement weather.

Council includes: staff, officers, trustees, chairs, & team leaders. For Council
members only, please let us know if you will or will not be in attendance by

emailing dover.info@doverbaptist.org.

THE 1ST QUARTERLY DOVER EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

January 13th, 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

Kindly RSVP by Thursday, January 8th to identify your
church’s representative(s)_ by:
o online form HERE (this form provides Zoom call-in info too!)
o calling our office at (804) 550-1980 (voicemail is fine)
¢ or email (office.info@doverbaptist.org)

The Dover Executive Committee consists of “three
representatives elected from each member church, the
officers of the Association, committee chairpersons, and
council directors. Only members of the Executive
Committee may vote” (Art. 6). A quorum to conduct
business is representation from 15 member churches
(Bylaw 4.02).

PO Box 6128, Ashland, VA 23005 (804) 550-1980
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Congratulations to Rev. Dr. Jeff Scott
of Northside Baptist Church upon his
retirement after 15 years as Senior
Pastor. Best wishes to him and his
wife as they move closer to family!

Congratulations to Rev. Dave A.
Smith of Kentwood Heights as
he concludes 23 years as Senior [t
Pastor. Best wishes to he and S
his wife Para, as they begin a
new chapter!

PART 1: Emotionally
Healthy Spirituality for Leaders

https://mdba.org/event/sh5q75r/school-
of-emotionally-healthy-leadership

8 Thursdays - 12-2pm
Course begins January 29, 2026

Space for this course is limited. Registration is
currently open to leaders within the Middle District,
and beginning Jan 1st, any remaining spots will be
opened to leaders outside the MDBA. If this
opportunity resonates with you or members of your
team, | encourage you to prayerfully consider
registering. - John Sawyer, MDBA Executive Director

“This course didn’t just
change how | lead. It
changed how | live.”

Baptist Ministry Center Needs

CHURCH HILL CHRISTIAN WELLNESS CENTER:
Prepare, sponsor, or gift cards for lunch from Food
Lion, Jason’s Deli, Papa John’s, or Sally Bell’s.
Contact: Glinda Ford, Director, 804-329-1701 ext. 104

OREGON HILL BAPTIST CENTER: Men’s gently
used/new clothes! Underwear; athletic shoes; athletic
sweatpants, pants, and jeans (sz 30-34); white
athletic socks; Coats, Jackets, Hoodies. Grocery gift
cards, bottled water and shelf-stable protein
(sausage, chicken, tuna) Contact: Jennifer Turner,
Director, 804-329-1701 ext. 103

SOUTH RICHMOND BAPTIST CENTER: Canned beans,
fruit, soup, meat, vegetables; Jar PB; pasta & sauce;
Lg box cereal, 6-8 pack oatmeal; Rice meal. PLUS
Youth and young men special occasion clothing.
Contact: Wesley Garrett, Director, 804-404-2402

Thursday, February 12" is
DBA’'s Youth, Children’'s, &
Special Needs Ministries
Appreciation Luncheon!

If you are a man or woman who works in a youth, children’s,
or special needs ministry leadership capacity at a Dover
member church, we invite you to our appreciation luncheon
in your honor beginning at 11 a.m.! Complimentary spots are
limited due to catering and reservations required.

To reserve your spot before February 1st:
¢ Online HERE
¢ Call our office (804) 550-1980 (voicemail
is fine)
e Email our office
dover.info@doverbaptist.org
We hope you can join us and THANK YOU!

YOV'RE INVITED TO 's

CANNED FOOD DRIVE

RESCHEDULED FOR TVESDAY, TANVARY ISTH
BEGINNING AT § P.M. KINDLY RSYP VIia *NEW*
LINKED FORM OR PHONE: §0%-SS0-1980!

Come see all the missions and ministries Dover is involved in!
You are welcomed to attend the Exec Committee Meeting at 7 p.m.

| &

Attention: Pastors

Is God calling you to chaplaincy? Gracelnside is
seeking chaplains for their prison ministry.
Part-time opportunities are often
a good fit for pastors
seeking bi-vocational
ministry.

For current
openings,
please go to:
graceinside.org/jobs

Gracelnside

VIRGINIA'S PRISON CHAPLAIN SERVICE

Photo credit:
Gracelnside
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Dover Baptist Association

PO Box 6128

Ashland, VA 23005

“A Resource Network for Baptist
Churches since 1783”

Positions Available

Berea Baptist Church seeks a Senior Pastor (full-time), Pianist
_g)art—tlme), Facilities Manager (part-time), and an

dministrative Assistant (part-time). For info or to email
résumé: personnel@bereabaptistva.com

Beulah Baptist Church seeks a Bi-Vocational Pastor. Please send
résumé and statement of faith to beulahPSC25@outlook.com

Broadus Memorial seeks a Senior Pastor (full-time) and a
Youth Minister (part-time). Send résumé to Personnel
Committee, 5351 Pole Green Road, Mechanicsville, VA 23116.
Or, cover letter and résumé sent to

broadus mechanicsville@broadusmbe.org (for Sr. Pastor) or
phil@broadusmbc.org (for Youth Minister).

Deep Run Child Development Center seeks Teachers/Assistant
Teachers (full- and part-time). Send résumé to
admdrbc@gmail.com

Faith Community Academy Elementary (Berea) seeks a 2nd-
Grade Elementary School Teacher and Substitute Teachers for
the current 2025-2026 school year. For info and employment
application, use this link or email the Academy Director at
fca.elementary@bereabaptistva.com

HopeWELL Baptist Church seeks a Senior Pastor (full-time).
For more info, email the Pastor Search Committee at
hbcenk.pastorsearch@gmail.com

Mount Vernon Baptist Church seeks Child Care Workers (part-
time). For more info and/or apply:
https://mountvernon.church/careers/

New Highland Baptist Church seeks an Associate Pastor (full
time). To apply, please send your résumé, cover letter, and
references to office@newhighland.org

Northside Baptist Church secks a Senior Pastor (full-time) and
Director for Senior Adult Ministry (part-time). Send résumé and
statement about your call as a Senior Pastor or Director for
Senior Adult Ministry to Northsidejobs7600@gmail.com

Oak Hall Baptist Church seeks a Pianist (part-time). For
rs%cirze info and/or apply: info@gpakhallbc.org or call 804-737-

Parham Road Baptist Church seeks a Choir Director/Pianist
(part-time). Please send résumé to ]
churchofficeprbc@gmail.com Attn: Elaine Lane.

Non-Profit Organization
US Postage Paid
Permit No. 3022

Richmond, VA

rightnow MEDIA

Email claire.mcauliffe@doverbaptist.org for more info

Free Access to +25,000
Bible Study Videos

Every pastor at Dover Baptist Association has free
access to biblical video series for adults, youth, and kids.
Start streaming today on your favorite device.

Pioneer Baptist Church seeks a Pianist (part-time) Interested?
Please email: office@pioneerbaptist.comcastbiz.net

Sharon Baptist Church seeks a Music Director (part-time).
For info or to send résumé: sharonbc(@yverizon.net or call
804-769-2320.

Non-Dover Baptist Association Opportunities

Branch’s Baptist Church seeks an Office/Worship Assistant.
For more info, call office at (804) 276-5000.

Camp Alkulana seeks Camp Counselors (seasonal). Please
see https://alkulana.org/

Carlisle Avenue Baptist Church Richmond secks a
pianist/worship leader. For more info call Tom Williams at
(804) 490-1071.

Hatcher Memorial Baptist church seeks an Office
Administrator (part-time). Visit
https://www.hatcherchurch.org/

Richmond’s First Baptist Church secks a Director of
Stewardship and Development (full-time). Visit:
www.fbcrichmond.org/about/careers

Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist Church (Clarksburg, WV) seeks
a Pastor (full- or part-time). Please submit résumé to
hmbcpastsearch@gmail.com

www.doverbaptist.org

PO Box 6128, Ashland, VA 23005

(804) 550-1980
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